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(57) Abstract: A gap between adjacent floor boards (14) can be sealed using an elongate strip (10) of resiliently flexible material, 
which is compressed transverse its longitudinal axis and fully inserted into the gap (13) to be sealed by transposing the strip (10) 
transverse its longitudinal access, and allowing the strip (10) to partially recover its shape, such that the opposite side edges of the 



strip (10) engage respective opposite side edges of the adjacent floor boards (14). 
inconspicuous seal between adjacent floor boards (14). 



The strip (10) thus provides an effective and 
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Sealing Gaps between Floor Boards etc 



This invention relates to sealing gaps between floor 
boards and other panel members. 

Traditionally, floors in houses have been constructed 
from elongate planks of wood laid end-to-end and side-by- side 
5 to cover the floor area. 

Many old houses have ground floors which are suspended 
over a ventilated cavity or cellar. A disadvantage of this is 
that cool draughts permeate through gaps, which over time 
appear between adjacent floor boards. 
10 Laying carpet or another floor covering over the floor 

boards helps to alleviate the above-mentioned problem. 
However, it is presently fashionable to have bare wooden floors 
and this brings the associated disadvantage of cold draughts. 

It is known to fill gaps between adjacent floor boards 
15 with paper or another sealant. However, this looks unsightly 
and is relatively easily dislodged during expansion and 
contraction of the gaps with changes in humidity and/or 
temperature . 

I have now devised a method of sealing a gap between 
20 adjacent panel members which alleviates the above-mentioned 
problems . 

In accordance with this invention there is provided a 
method of sealing a gap between adjacent panel members, the 
method comprising providing an elongate strip of resiliently 

25 flexible material, compressing the strip transverse its 

longitudinal axis to fold the strip about a line which extends 
longitudinally thereof intermediate its opposite side edges, 
inserting the folded strip fully into the gap to be sealed by 
transposing the strip transverse its longitudinal access, and 

30 allowing the strip to partially recover its shape such that the 
opposite side edges of the strip engage respective opposite 
side edges of the adjacent panel members. 

The compressed strip exerts a bias against the side 
edges of the adjacent panel members, thereby holding the strip 

35 firmly in-situ. The strip completely fills the gap between the 
adjacent panel members and thus prevents draughts from 
permeating through the gap. The strip also has the advantage 
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that it is able to fill gaps which vary in width along their 
length. 

The strip is inexpensive to manufacture, for example by- 
extruding a plastics material, and is straightforward to fit. 
5 Preferably a strip is chosen having a colour which 

closely resembles the colour of the panel members. 
Alternatively, the strip may be transparent. 

In one embodiment, the strip may be V-shaped in cross 
section, with opposite sides of the V being brought together 
10 during insertion of the strip into the gap. 

In an alternative embodiment, the strip may be flat 
with a pre- formed line of weakness extending along its length 
about which the strip can be folded. This arrangement has the 
advantage that the strip can be provided on a roll and cut to 
15 the desired length by the user. 

Also, in accordance with this invention there is 
provided a panel assembly comprising two side -by- side panel 
members having a gap therebetween and a sealing strip filling 
the gap, wherein the strip comprises an elongate piece of 
20 resiliently flexible plastics material folded about a line 
which extends longitudinally thereof intermediate its opposite 
side edges and which has its opposite longitudinal side edges 
biased against the side edges of the respective adjacent panel 
members . 

25 An embodiment of this invention will now be described 

by way of example only and with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a transverse sectional view through a 
sealing strip for use in sealing the gap between adjacent floor 
30 boards in accordance with this invention; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view demonstrating how a gap 
between adjacent floor boards is sealed in accordance with this 
invention; and 

Figure 3 is a sectional view through adjacent floor 
3 5 boards having a gap therebetween which has been sealed in 
accordance with the present invention. 

Referring to Figure 1 of the drawings, there is shown 
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an elongate strip 10 of resiliently flexible transparent 
plastics material formed on each of its opposite sides with a 
longitudinally- extending groove 11 which extends intermediate 
opposite side edges of the strip. 
5 Referring to Figure 2 of the drawings, the strip 10 is 

provided on a roll 12. In use, the strip can be used to seal 
a gap 13 between adjacent floor boards 14 by folding the strip 
at the free end of the roll 12 longitudinally of it self into 
a V-shaped formation. The folded end of the strip is then 

10 inserted transverse itself into one end of the gap 13, with the 
folded portion being inserted foremost. The user then presses 
the folded strip fully into the gap, as shown, whereupon the 
strip attempts to recover its shape, thereby causing the 
opposite side edges of the strip to be biased against the side 

15 edges of the respective adjacent floor boards 14. 

Once the gap has been fully sealed, the user can cut 
the roll and use the remaining portion to seal further gaps. 

Referring to Figure 3 of the drawings, the strip 
provides an effective and inconspicuous seal between adjacent 

2 0 floor boards 14. It will be appreciated that the strip is 

extremely inexpensive to manufacture and is relatively 
straightforward to fit: 
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Claims 



1- A method of sealing a gap between adjacent panel 

members, the method comprising providing an elongate strip of 
resiliently flexible material, compressing the strip transverse 
5 its longitudinal axis to fold the strip about a line which 
extends longitudinally thereof intermediate its opposite side 
edges, inserting the folded strip fully into the gap to be 
sealed by transposing the strip transverse its longitudinal 
access, and allowing the strip to partially recover its shape 
10 such that the opposite side edges of the strip engage 
respective opposite side edges of the adjacent panel members. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, in which a strip is 

chosen having a colour which closely resembles the colour of 
the panel members. 

15 3 . A method as claimed in claim 1, in which a transparent 

strip is chosen. 

4. A method as claimed in any preceding claim, in which a 
strip is chosen which is V-shaped in cross section, with 
opposite sides of the V being brought together during insertion 

20 of the strip into the gap. 

5. A method as claimed in any preceding claim, in which a 
strip is chosen which is flat with a pre- formed line of 
weakness extending along its length about which the strip can 
be folded. 

25 6. A panel assembly comprising two side-by-side panel 

members having a gap therebetween and a sealing strip filling 
the gap, wherein the strip comprises an elongate piece of 
resiliently flexible plastics material folded about a line 
which extends longitudinally thereof intermediate its opposite 

30 side edges and which has its opposite longitudinal side edges 
biased against the side edges of the respective adjacent panel 
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members . 



7. A panel assembly as claimed in claim 6, in which the 

strip has a colour which closely resembles the colour of the 
panel members. 

5 8. A panel assembly as claimed in claim 6, in which the 

strip is t r anspar ent . 

9. A panel assembly as claimed in any of claims 6 to 8, in 

which the strip is V-shaped in cross section in its as-moulded 
condition. 

10 10. A panel assembly as claimed in any of claims 6 to 8, in 

which the strip is flat with a pre -formed line of weakness 
extending along its length about which the strip can be folded. 
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